
  Appendix K 

Capital Grant Bids 
 
There are 3 opportunities for the Council to bid for grant funding to support the 2020-
24 Capital Programme, for which Member approval is required. This appendix sets 
out the detail around the bids. 
 
Local Highways Challenge Maintenance Fund 
 
Approval required 
In October 2019 the Council submitted a bid of £0.750m to the Department for 
Transport for funding from the Challenge Maintenance Fund to undertake general 
maintenance and essential strengthening works to Winnington Swing Bridge, 
Northwich.  Approval is required to accept this grant funding if successful, and to 
incur relevant expenditure. The overall cost of the scheme is £0.900m and the 
Council’s capital contribution of £0.150m will be funded from the Network 
Management capital allocation. 
 
The Council also submitted an expression of interest for £5.8m of funding to carry 
out works to the A556 Hartford Bridge.  Should the expression of interest be 
successful approval is required to submit a formal bid for funding, to accept the grant 
funding and to incur the relevant expenditure if the bid is successful.  The overall 
cost of the scheme is £6.3m and the Council’s contribution of £0.500m will be funded 
from the allocated asset recovery funding within the Network Management capital 
allocation.  The availability of S106 contributions is currently being explored and, 
should relevant contributions be available, it is proposed to utilise the contributions in 
order to minimise the use of asset recovery funding. 
 
Further Information 
The Department for Transport (DfT) Local Highways Maintenance Challenge fund 
was announced on 24 July 2019 and enables local highway authorities in England to 
bid for major maintenance projects that are otherwise difficult to fund through usual 
funding allocations received from Government. The total funding available is £198m 
which is to be profiled over two financial years from 2019-20 to 2020-21.    
 
The Local Highways Maintenance Challenge fund operates a competitive bidding 
process whereby local authorities are able to bid for projects that will carry out 
improvements to the quality of roads and associated infrastructure, including bridges 
and viaducts, to benefit the local economy and make the network safer. 
 
The Winnington Bridge scheme will undertake general maintenance and essential 
strengthening works.  The structure is owned by the Canal & River Trust with the 
Council (as highway authority) responsible for maintenance. 
 
Working with the Canal & River Trust this bid proposes to undertake essential works 
to the Grade II listed structure to prevent a 7.5T weight restriction and 25km 
commercial vehicle diversion being introduced.   
 
The bid would be in parallel to the work currently underway by the Council and LEP 
to develop a business case to assess long-term options that may be available. 
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The expression of interest comprises works to A556 Hartford Bridge. During recent 
works to upgrade services on the bridge, it was noted that the deterioration of 
cantilever walkways had increased and that the concrete slab forming the walkway 
surface is also deteriorating.  The structure is well-used by pedestrians and cyclists 
and therefore the walkway requires an urgent upgrade. 
 
Vehicle impact damage to the steel bracing above the carriageway occurred in 
February 2019.  Whilst the structure remains in a stable condition this strike has 
resulted in no resilience of the structure, and a further vehicle strike could potentially 
reduce the structural capacity such that it is no longer able to carry 40T.   
 
If successful, the funding will facilitate delivery of the works noted above while 
providing opportunity for other general maintenance and painting.   
 
Support and Space Ellesmere Port in Focus 
 
Approval required 
Approval is required to proceed with an external funding bid of £1.233m for 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) grant. The bid will include both 
capital (£1.003m) and revenue (£0.23m) funding. The bid if successful will provide 
gap funding for the development of commercial workspace units at Poole Hall Road, 
Ellesmere Port and a linked business support programme.  
 
The overall cost of the scheme is estimated at £3.05m. The Council’s capital 
contribution of £1.587m will be funded through the Commercial Property 
Reinvestment Programme (subject to business case approval). The revenue match 
contribution (£0.23m) can be met from existing resources. 
 
Further information 
The scheme would see the development of approximately 1,810 sqm (19,500 SQFT) 
of workspace units for small and medium sized enterprises. The workspace units will 
have a flexible configuration to allow a range of unit sizes to vary to meet specific 
local need.  Promotion will be targeted on the sub-regional priority sectors, but with 
usage being open to all eligible businesses with a growth aspiration. 
  
Linked to the capital development, and as an ERDF requirement, there will be 
provision of a business support programme focussed on developing supply chain 
opportunities, targeted particularly on the manufacturing and energy sectors. The 
programme will be designed to increase the competitiveness of small and medium 
sized enterprises by developing opportunities with large firms looking to source 
goods and services. 
 


